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Motion

Direct the Director of Planning & 
Building to add innovation districts 
on Schedule D: Urban Structure to 
include:

• The downtown

• Three GO Station mobility hubs



Goal (Section 5.3, pg 5-11):

By supporting proximity, clustering 
and connectivity, will stimulate 
economic activity

• To  establish a general framework for 
identifying areas with potential to 
function as an innovation district. 
(5.3.1 (a))

• Establish the vision and key 
elements of the district (5.3.1 (b))



Criteria: (5.3.2 (a))

• Existing or proposed Post-
Secondary institution

• Clustering of businesses

• Access to frequent transit 
corridors or Mobility Hubs

• Area of employment



Rationale:

• A 269 page report by Dillon Consulting 
for the Official Plan commercial 
strategy specifically mentions the 
downtown as an innovation district. 
Section 2.2, pg 6, notes:

• “There are at least two distinct 
physical forms of innovation areas: 
urban districts which tend to have a 
smaller footprint and are situated in a 
densely populated, mixed use area 
which is accessible by public transit 
(e.g. downtown, near the downtown 
or waterfront area); and campus style 
parks which tend to be located in 
suburban areas…”



Rationale

•The Dillon Report analyzes 
successful incubators in 
Ontario, Canada and other 
parts of the world, and almost 
every one of them is in an 
urban area, close to housing, 
transit, retail and other 
amenities – just like the 
downtown.

•Proximity to a major institution, such as a 
hospital (pg 20) is also a key ingredient; 
Joseph Brant Hospital is within the 
downtown Urban Growth Centre



Conclusion

• 5.3.2 (b) Innovation District Study Areas shall be identified on Schedule B

• 5.3.2 (c) Where an Innovation District  Study Area has been identified 
an area-specific plan will be completed for the district

Area specific plans are already being prepared for the three GO station 
mobility hubs and the downtown. This motion would simply add 
consideration of innovation districts as part of those area specific plans. 


