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Planning for a carbon neutral community

Lynn Robichaud
Sr. Sustainability Coordinator

Climate Emergency

• Burlington Council declared a 
climate emergency in April 2019

• Directions: 
• Apply a climate lens to decision 

making including budgets

• Report back with a Climate Action 
Plan by December

• Staff reports – climate 
implications
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Strategic Plan  2015 – 2040

From Vision to Focus 2018 - 2022

• The city recognizes that climate change is 
a significant issue and is working towards 
the goal of the Burlington community 
being net carbon neutral

• Develop a Climate Action Plan, addressing 
the Climate Emergency Declaration and 
focusing on reducing the community’s 
greenhouse gas emissions

What do we need 

to do?

• Not BAU

• Transformational thinking

• Community engagement

• Partnerships & collaboration

• Long term investment

• Co-benefits – livability, air quality 

improvements, resilience

• Leadership

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjR59ul4LThAhXB1FkKHcP1C_kQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.housingeurope.eu/blog-345/housing-and-the-environmental-sustainability&psig=AOvVaw15rIIzcqYbbIZ9hcUTH1gM&ust=1554408499450647
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What is net 
carbon 

neutral?

Emissions Reductions- Burlington

Personal 

vehicles

Carbon Budget
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1.5 and 2°C carbon trajectories for the City of Burlington

Burlington Inventory & SSG Baseline & Target
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Emissions Inventory by Sector

 -

 200,000

 400,000

 600,000

 800,000

 1,000,000

 1,200,000

 1,400,000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

To
n

n
e

s 
G

H
G

 E
m

is
si

o
n

s 
(e

C
O

2
)

Residential Commercial Institutional Industrial Transportation
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Climate Action Plan
Mitigation of GHG emissions

1. Low Carbon New 
Buildings

2. Deep Energy Retrofit 
Program (existing 
buildings)

3. Renewable Energy Co-
operative

4. Integrated Mobility 
Initiatives

5. Electric Mobility & 
equipment

6. Waste Reduction

7. Industry 

Low Carbon Standards - New Buildings
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Deep Energy Retrofit Program

Renewable Energy Co-op
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Integrated Mobility

Electric Mobility & Equipment
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Waste

Industry

https://www.donaldson.com/en-us/all-industries/industrial-process/
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Recommended Program Areas
GHG Reduction Potential by 2050
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Burlington Low Carbon New Building Guideline

Burlington Deep Energy Retrofit Program

Renewable Energy Cooperative

Integrated Mobility Plan

Electric Mobility and Equipment Program

Waste Reduction Initiative

Greenhouse Gas Emissions - ktCO2e

Community 
Engagement

• Collaboration -
Partnerships

• Information sharing

• Education

• School engagement

• Special events

• Community actions
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Challenges/Opportunities?

Next Steps

• Feedback on the Climate Action Plan

• Implementation strategy

• Prioritization of actions

• Resources to develop & implement programs

– Deep energy retrofit program

– Renewable energy program

– Electric mobility & equipment

• Report back March 9th, 2020 – final plan

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiI0vPGwqDXAhWIuhoKHc2rAoQQjRwIBw&url=http://uproxx.com/webculture/grumpy-cat-net-worth-is-ludicrous/&psig=AOvVaw3ZvjNcfOooP7hvlSPcfAvS&ust=1509733699930072
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Showcase Cities

• Burlington is one of 25 
Canadian municipalities 
participating

• Commitment to join Global 
Covenant of Mayors for 
Climate and Energy 
(Canada)

• Collaboration between 
FCM, ICLEI Canada, Global 
Covenant of Mayors 
Secretariat and 
International Urban 
Cooperation (IUC) Program


