PR-11-19

December 2, 2019
Report to Committee of the Whole

Framework for Community Recreation

Good Evening Madame Mayor and Councillors

My name is Kathy Parker and | am the Program Manager for Soccer Club Organization of Burlington
Youth or better known as Scooby. Our club has completed 11 successful years in the city of Burlington.

I am here tonight to speak to you regarding the Framework for Community Recreation which was
presented to you this morning. | am opposed to the proposal for a variety of reasons. The report states
that they “undertook a series of user meetings (ice, sport fields, gyms, pools, arts) to get feedback on
the draft framework. We were not asked to participate and in fact were not even notified that work
was being done on allocation until the October 17*" Field User meeting. Not one person attending that
meeting spoke up in favour of this framework and many had guestions which were unanswered.

The frame work does not allow for equitable and fair access, but will favour one user over others,
ensure that the rest of the user groups are not competitive and able to provide for their members.

Current users will find that there won't be continued fair allocation based on historical use, and based
on proving your Burlington residence membership #s and needs. Fields sit unused while others hold
those permits because the City has not made allocation a priority. Furthermore, policies that work are
not being followed- space allocation, gender equity etc.

The first | heard of the Framework for Community Recreation was at the Field User Meeting on October
17%, We were presented with a sheet of paper with a triangle on it which was sectioned bottom to top
representing different levels which we expect will be priority in allocating space. There was no real
support for this at the Oct 17 user group meeting- all users had questions.

Elite Football had concerns that they would be taking a backseat to beginners and reduce playing for the
elite group

Men'’s Slo-Pitch asked if there was a goal on managing budget

BASL was hoping for some sense of plan for alignment and expressed concern that overflow in one
category would get permitted on space designated for other use (ie. Youth houseleague on adult fields
Burlington Oldtimers Slo Pitch concerned that their community investment/recognition for charitable
contributuions is missing

Oldtimers Soccer Club — will be delegating so | won’t speak for them.

BWRSL — had concerns as to why this was being presented, what was the new focus. Presenting a
change that has the feel it will favour one group over the rest

Would like some sort of metric/measurement included to show a dashboard of use and numbers
upfront before supporting the framework

The city staff had no answers and it wasn’t until Thursday November 28 in the morning that | saw an
email that the “framework” was being presented on Monday Dec 2", This did not allow much time to
put anything together to present to council. It made it appear that it was deliberate in affording us no



time to prepare. We were still waiting for answers to our questions of October 17". The email was
actually sent after 7pm Wednesday, advising we must have material and register by noon Friday.

For soccer in Burlington, the “proposed” new allocation policy will allow one club to flourish and others
to not be able to continue to operate, creating unfairness, a monopoly, and in the end less users and
less choice for the community. Our club has approximately 1500 players in our summer program and
those families CHOOSE to play with our club for a variety of reasons. If we can’t obtain our fields based
on historical criteria it makes it extremely difficult for planning and advertising.

While less users makes life easy for Parks and Rec staff, it is an unfair practice to attempt to prevent the
existing user groups to continue to operate and provide services to Burlington residents. These groups
are mostly volunteers. Furthermore, competition and choice are a good thing. It prevents complacency
and means the best opportunities are there for all of Burlington to enjoy and choose from.
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