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OBJECTIVES OF THE 
EVALUATION SCHEME 

• to provide a comprehensive framework for the 
evaluation

• The outlines of the Ontario Heritage Act criteria 
identify the heritage resources as properties of 
cultural heritage, heritage conservation districts, and 
resources of archeological value. This evaluation 
criteria will tackle only the properties of cultural 
heritage (built heritage)

Lower Brant Street, 1918,

Keeping places – Heritage Based Urban Design Guidelines for downtown Burlington 

• to be used by Burlington Heritage Advisory 
Committee to assess properties of interest that can 
be identified as a cultural heritage resource 
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• Masterpiece of human creative genius

• Exhibit an important interchange of human values

• Bear a unique or exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition

• Outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble 

or landscape

• Outstanding example of a traditional human settlement

• To be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or 

with beliefs, with artistic and literary works of outstanding universal significance

UNESCO World Heritage Centre - The Criteria for Selection

BASES OF THE EVALUATION SCHEME

1. UNESCO criteria for selection outline for Built Heritage [for reference]

The evaluation criteria is developed based on Ontario Heritage Act-Regulation 9/06, the Nara Grid 
framework, various resources, and previous experiences. The UNESCO criteria for selection is 
presented as a universal reference.

https://whc.unesco.org/en/criteria/
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Design and Physical Value

• Is a rare, unique, representative, or early example of a style, type, expression, 

material or construction method,

• Displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit, or

• Demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement.

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/060009

2. Ontario Heritage Act – Regulation 9/06 outline 

Historical and Association Value

• Has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, organization, or 

institution that is significant to a community,

• Yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an understanding 

of a community or culture, or

• Demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder, designer or 

theorist who is significant to a community.

Contextual Value

• Is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of an area,

• Is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surroundings, or

• Is a landmark.

A property may be designated under section 29 of the Act if it meets one or more of the 

following criteria for determining whether it is of cultural heritage value or interest:

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/060009
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3. Federal Heritage Building Evaluation Guidelines

https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/culture/clmhc-hsmbc/ncp-pcn/evaluation

PLACES

Buildings, ensembles of buildings, and sites that 

are 40 years of age or older may be considered for 

designation of national historic significance.

A place must be in a condition that respects the 

integrity of its design, materials, workmanship, 

function and/or setting to be considered for 

designation of national historic significance, insofar as 

any of these elements are essential to understand its 

significance.
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4. THE NARA DOCUMENT ON AUTHENTICITY

Microsoft Word - summary.doc (icomos.org)

13. Depending on the nature of the cultural heritage, its 

cultural context, and its evolution through time, authenticity 

judgements may be linked to the worth of a great variety of 

sources of information. Aspects of the sources may include 

form and design, materials and substance, use and 

function, traditions and techniques, location and setting, and 

spirit and feeling, and other internal and external factors. 

The use of these sources permits elaboration of the specific 

artistic, historic, social, and scientific dimensions of the 

cultural heritage being examined. 

https://www.icomos.org/charters/nara-e.pdf


Marwa Refaat, M.Sc.Arch., OAA

NARA GRID

HERITAGE 

EVALUATION 

NARRATIVE
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NARA GRID

HERITAGE 

EVALUATION 

NARRATIVE
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OTTAWA HOUSE 

EXAMPLE

Ide, L. (2019). Nara Grid Example for a Heritage House in Ottawa (1). ICOMOS. Paris.
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OTTAWA HOUSE 

EXAMPLE



THE GEORGE 

UNSWORTH 

HOUSE

BURLINGTON 

EXAMPLE
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FORM & DESIGN / ARTISTIC:

- What are the architecture 

characteristics of the house?

- Features to look for: Building 

Material such as brick, stone, 

wood..etc.

- Windows shape and design

- Roof shape and design

- Special features such as corner 

dichromatic pillars

Bay window on 

the façade has a 

stone window 

surrounded in 

course rough 

faced stone. 

High hipped roof 

has an offset 

gable wing.

Small rectangular 

windows flank 

the doorway

MATERIAL & SUBSTANCE/ 

HISTORIC:

- Does the building materials have 

historical significance related to 

shape, use, design, location?

- Is there any special historic 

feature such as crests or labels?

Façade features 

a stone crest that 

reads 1932 

Elliptical 

moulded stone 

architrave with a 

stone label 

header

THE GEORGE UNSWORTH HOUSE (1)
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USE & FUNCTION / HISTORIC:

- Does the property have an 

association with a significant 

historic social activity and/or 

contribution?

- Does the function and use relate 

to this social interaction? 

Used as a house. It 

was built for 

George Unsworth 

who operated a 

successful produce 

farm that included 

3 acres of 

glasshouses

The building, 

structure or 

landscape can be 

adapted to future 

uses with 

no/minimal 

changes to its 

heritage attributes. 

Hence can trigger 

an even stronger 

social connection.

USE & FUNCTION / SOCIAL:

- Does the property currently have 

an association with a significant 

social activity and/or 

contribution?

- Does the function and use relate 

to this social interaction?

- Does the property have potential 

for future uses? [house, library, 

museum, …ect] 

THE GEORGE UNSWORTH HOUSE (1)
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TRADITION,TECHNIQUE, & 

WORKMANSHIP/ ARTISTIC:

- Does the building demonstrate 

a high degree of workmanship 

and/or art?
An excellent 

value as an “Arts 

and Crafts” style 

house that is 

constructed with 

high quality 

materials

The house is 

designed by 

William Walsh. A 

locally significant 

architect who 

designed a number 

of prominent 

buildings in 

Hamilton Area

TRADITION,TECHNIQUE, & 

WORKMANSHIP/ HISTORIC:

- Reflects ideas, artists, architect 

or theorist who is significant to 

a community?

x

TRADITION,TECHNIQUE, & 

WORKMANSHIP/ SCIENTIFIC:

- Does the building demonstrate 

a high degree of technical or 

scientific achievement?

THE GEORGE UNSWORTH HOUSE (2)
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LOCATION & SETTING/ SOCIAL:

- Is the building location 

considered a landmark? 

- Does the location 

adjacent/contributes to social 

activities?

The striking 

architecture makes 

the building a 

landmark on 

Unsworth Avenue. 

Which 

consequently 

affects the 

community sense 

of orientation

THE GEORGE UNSWORTH HOUSE (2)
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The house has 

historic and local 

significance 

associated with 

the owner's 

company 

‘Unsworth & 

Sons’ role in the 

community.

SPIRIT & FEEL / HISTORIC:

- Does the building have a historic  

significance that contributes to 

the local community feel?

- Does the building have historic 

elements that reflect 

sense/spirit/feel of authenticity?

SPIRIT & FEEL / SOCIAL:

- Does the building have a social 

connection to the community?

- Does the building represent a 

sense of belonging and/or 

orientation?  

The house 

contributes to the 

community with a 

sense of 

orientation and 

belonging due to 

the history and the 

family’s 

contribution to the 

community.

THE GEORGE UNSWORTH HOUSE (2)



Q & A

Thank You


