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Note:       

 

This policy provides guidance in the review and implementation of speed limits on 

roadways under City of Burlington jurisdiction. 

Policy Statement: 

The City of Burlington recognizes the importance of reviewing and establishing speed 
limits on roadways that are safe, appropriate and consistent. In doing so, the following 
citywide speed limit policies shall be in effect: 
 
Speed Limit on Roads with School Frontage 

Local and collector roads containing school frontage will have a speed limit of 
40 km/h 

Arterial roads with school frontage will have reduced speed limit during school 
times identified by signs and/or flashing beacons 

 
Speed Limit on Roads with Parks 

Roads containing parks with playgrounds, play fields or other equipment utilized 
primarily by children will have a speed limit of 40 km/h 

 
Reduced Speed Limit Areas 

Specific areas may be designated for a reduced speed limit through a by-law 
approved by Council. 
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Speed Limit Review Methodology 

City staff will use the Transportation Association of Canada (TAC) guidelines, 
attached as Appendix A when reviewing speed limits on roads. 

 

Speed Limit Signage 

Signs will adhere to the regulations of the Highway Traffic Act and the 
guidelines provided in the Ontario Traffic Manual. 

 

Administration 

Speed limits will be set in accordance with the Highway Traffic Act 

The Rates of Speed schedule of the city’s Traffic By-law will contain a 
consolodation of roads and their speed limit and may be amended periodically 
through a by-law passed by Council. 

Scope: 

This policy applies to the review of speed limits on roadways under the City’s 
jurisdiction by staff within the Transportation Services Department.  

Objectives: 

The objectives of this policy are to formalize and document citywide speed limit 
practices and to establish a methodology for the review and implementation of speed 
limits that is consistent and representative of the function of a particular roadway.  

Definitions: 

For the purpose of this policy, unless otherwise stated, the following definitions 

shall apply:  

Term Definition 

HTA Highway Traffic Act 
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Term Definition 

Ontario Traffic Manual A set of provincial guidelines for the 

application and placement of traffic control 

devices that provide consistency with the 

intent of the Highway Traffic Act. 

References: 

Highway Traffic Act 

Burlington Traffic Bylaw 86-2007 

Roles: 

Accountable: 

Manager of Traffic Operations and Signals 

Responsible: 

Supervisor of Traffic Operations 
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