
Strengthening Relationships with our 
Indigenous Peoples and Communities



What can we do? 

- Build and foster relationships with our Indigenous communities and people 
and work towards true allyship and reconciliation at a municipal level 

- Learn about local Indigenous culture, community, and history 
- Who are our Indigenous community members?
- Does the city currently employ any staff who identify as Indigenous?
- Does the city have record of Indigenous sites within the urban centre?

- Engage our Indingenous and non-indigenous communities in common 
projects (living monument, healing garden, education series, celebrations) 

- Collaborate with many COB groups (Museums, Mundialization, AGB, Library, 
Parks, Public Art, One Burlington, Heritage Burlington) 

- Create permanent, accessible (free, visible) space to provide opportunities for 
healing, ceremony, learning and recognition



Where can we start?

- Ask our local Indigenous leaders and community members what we can do 
together and follow their advice, respecting and honouring culture and 
tradition

- Honour the Calls to Action in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission report 

Canadian Governments and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

43. We call upon federal, provincial, territorial, and municipal governments to fully adopt and implement the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples as the framework for reconciliation.

- Keep doing the work

The following are some ideas and inspiration….



Grandmother’s Voice

https://www.grandmothersvoice.com

https://www.oakville.ca/culturerec/land-acknowledgement.html

“Shoulder to Shoulder”
“Grandmothers Voice is as a body of unified Indigenous people creating a safe, secure community that advances education, 
knowledge, understanding of Indigenous cultures and practices. All individuals, corporations, organizations in public, private and 
non-profit sectors are welcome to stand shoulder to shoulder with Indigenous Peoples.  It is by sharing the knowledge of the 
Ancestors and their offerings that we discover a new kind of HOPE.

HOPE - How our People Educate is through our Hands Out-reaching Peoples Equity. This serves not only the Original People of our 
Nation but assists all people and contributes to the self-determination of Indigenous people’s path to the Good Life.”  

https://www.grandmothersvoice.com
https://www.oakville.ca/culturerec/land-acknowledgement.html


The Moccasin Identifier Project

https://moccasinidentifier.com

https://moccasinidentifier.com




Souharissen Natural Area, Waterdown

https://www.tidridge.com/souharissen-natural-area-waterdown.html

https://www.tidridge.com/souharissen-natural-area-waterdown.html


Eagles Among Us Monument at Battlefield Park, Stoney Creek



Thank you!

Joanna Sparrow
sparrowjoanna@gmail.com


