
GOING BOLD in a City Growing Up! 

Burlington Transportation Plan (DRAFT) 









Building 

bigger roads 

makes traffic 

worse. 



"Adding car lanes to deal with 

traffic congestion is like 

loosening your belt to cure 

obesity."  
- Lewis Mumford, 1955. 





There are Roads… 

 



There are Streets… 

 



And there are Stroads. 

 



Stroads Are Not Complete Streets! 

• 2.3 mile road widening “improvement” 

• Price tag: $42 million 

• What Completes a Street is People! 

STROADS are the worst of both worlds. 

 





Complete Streets are about providing  
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Complete Streets Are Multi-Purpose, Social, 

Economic, And Environmental Tools. Complete Streets are Multi-Purpose, Social,  

Economic, and Environmental Tools 

 



The Economics of Complete Streets 
 
- The only street type that actually improves VMT, 

commute times & “congestion.” 

- 1 mile biked saves society $.42; 1 mile driven costs 

society $.20. 

- Retail sales can surge (up by +175% in 1 study). 

- Transit, walking & biking investment creates twice as 

many jobs as highway spending. 

- Walkability dramatically increases property value, as 

does transit. In one study, $3000 per walkscore point. 

- Healthcare savings, transportation costs, social 

benefits, environmental benefits. 

 







Land Use Transportation 

“The Years of the Warlords” 
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Transportation Land Use 

Collaboration & Synergy (Plan-gineers!) 



The best 

transportation plan is 

a great land use plan! 



Vancouver’s  Movement Modes, Prioritized 

#1 
#2 

#3 
#4 

#5 



If you design a city for cars, it 

fails for everyone, INCLUDING 

drivers. 

If you design a multi-modal 

city, it works better for 

everyone, INCLUDING drivers. 



“I like cars. But I don’t want 

to design my life, all of our 

lives, around cars. 

 

I want choice.” 







Pedestrians Public Spaces within Street Right of Way 
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Pedestrians 
Public Spaces within Street Right of Way 

VIVA Vancouver Activations 



Sticky 

Streets 

For  

People! 



Done well, Density uses “the power of nearness” 



Walking infrastructure: 

horizontal AND vertical 



Designing an artful mix at “eye-level” 











New separated bike lanes are 

key to higher bike mode share 

 











Collingwood Village 



Retrofitting aging malls for T.O.D 







“A car that’s parked but not 

used still adds to our carbon 

footprint.” 









At some point though this 

process, most of your citizens 

will be thinking the 8 most 

unhelpful words in the english 

language… 



“We could never do that 

in our city!” 



Vision, will and skill. 







“The 

pedestrian 

is the 

centre of 

the city.” 







The truth about a city’s 

aspirations isn’t found in its 

vision.  

It’s found in its budget. 



DRAFT VISION: 

A city that is growing up rather than out has a different kind of 

transportation - a different kind of mobility and accessibility. Trying to 

build a city upward and inward, supporting new population and 

employment density and more walkable, vibrant communities, with the 

same transportation assumptions and solutions that we used while growing 

outward, is a sure recipe for failure. That's because as you grow up as a 

city, if everyone still continues to rely on their automobiles to drive 

everywhere, it will become harder and harder for anyone to move. 

 

A city growing up is an engaged city, a city where people frequently 

choose to walk, cycle and ride public transit. People only make these 

healthier, more sustainable & more cost-effective choices when they are 

delightful; and they can only be delightful when they are prioritized.  

 

Prioritizing means that tough choices have to be made and followed 

through upon. These tough choices will pertain to every building block of 

better mobility; from how our land-uses are planned, to how our streets 

and networks are designed, and how our budgets are spent. 

 

These tough choices have already started, and as they continue, they will 

be built on the recognition that although improved connectivity between 

people and places will support a better Burlington, the deeper successes 

will come only with fewer cars, shorter trips, less parking, and more 

healthy, sustainable and delightful alternatives for everyone. 



 

A Burlington that's growing up successfully is a walking city. It's a bike-

friendly city. It's a city designed and built around public transit. It's a city 

with increasingly more and better choices than the car for real people & 

families. It recognizes that although not every household will want to, be 

able to, or need to give up their car, the best thing for everyone, including 

our many residents who will continue to drive, is that many of their 

neighbours will be able to and want to make different choices. When that 

happens, the city will move better for everyone. 

 

This new Transportation Plan isn't a "gearshift," nor is it a "pressing or 

releasing of our foot on the gas" while going fundamentally in the same 

direction. Such metaphors don't accurately reflect the choice we are 

making. This Plan represents a fundamental change that will lead us in a 

new direction - a necessary and better direction for a city growing up 

successfully.  

 

Creating this Plan will have been the easy part. The harder part will be 

making the Plan real, and following through when more of those tough 

choices arrive. Thus this Plan will address both vision AND follow-through, 

both content AND culture. Only by doing so will this Plan be the game-

changer Burlington needs it to be. 

 

 



Direction 1 –  

Fully Align Land-Use 

and Transportation. 
 

 



Direction 2 – 

Rethinking Streets. 
 



Direction 3 – 

Reprioritize Mobility 

Choices. 
 



Direction 4 –  

No New Street 

Capacity for Cars.  



Direction 5 –  

Make Walking Delightful.  



Direction 6 –  

Make Biking Delightful.  



Direction 7 –  

Make Public Transit 

Delightful. 

 



Direction 8 –  

"Walk the Talk” with 

the Follow-Through.  



The evolution toward smart mobility:  

1) doing the wrong thing.  

2) doing the wrong thing "better.” 

3) trying to have your cake & eat it too.  

4) doing the right thing.  

 

     Where is your city today?  



The future is full of big, 

bold ideas – each with 

their own tough choices & 

gut-check moments. 



TODERIAN UrbanWORKS 

brent@toderianurbanworks.com 

Twitter: @BrentToderian 

Making it GO 

BOLD real will 

take Vision, 

Will, Skill & 

Follow-Thru! 


