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795 Brant Street Heritage Evaluation, 2022-03-08

795 Brant Street

Ghent House/Farm (Maple Lodge), 1854
West House, 1921 (addition to the house)

795 Brant street house from Brant, 
Burlington Historical Society Archive, 2004

Introduction:

Heritage Burlington Advisory Committee (HBAC) received 

an email correspondence from one of Ghent's 

descendants noting that the family house will be 

demolished for a new development and urging the 

preservation of the family’s and Burlington’s heritage. A 

pre-application meeting was scheduled for the property 

on October  21st , 2021.  Heritage Burlington was not 

invited to comment on the development since the 

building is currently not on the Municipal Register. 

Research revealed that this was previously rated as an A 

building and past city staff had reviewed the building and 

considered it worthy of designation. As such, HBAC 

prioritized the evaluation of the property especially as it 

was removed from the Municipal Register in 2015.  

The document presents the evaluation of the property, 

current status documentation, resources, and the 

recommendation to put the property back on the Register.   
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Evaluation Inquiries

AS per Ontario Heritage Act, Reg. 09/06

A property may be designated under section 29 of the Act if it meets one or more of 

the following criteria for determining whether it is of cultural heritage value or interest:
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1- Design and Physical Value:

• Does the building demonstrate a unique specific architectural style, type? YES

• Does it reflects a high degree of craftsmanship? YES

795 Brant street house from Brant, HBAC, 
March 8th 2022

Expert from Keeping Place Heritage-based 
Urban Design Guidelines for Downtown 
Burlington

The research data was gathered from different resources including, Burlington 

Historical Society website,  HB website, Gazette articles, and HBAC Site visit.

The building is a fine example of farmhouses that were built in the 19C. Attributes 

include, but are not limited to, two-storey brick building with high pitch gabled 

roof. The façade facing Brant street has symmetrical three-bay façade. The door in 

the middle has detailed wood surround. Windows has voussoirs in all elevations. 

Two brick chimneys at each end. Hand crafted decorative exposed rafters were 

removed between the google earth image and the image taken by Heritage 

Burlington in March 2022. Rafters, as well as, the windows shutters were removed 

but traces of their existence are clear from the differences of paint colour.

The home construction is associated 
with the famous Bent Brothers. Jabez 
Bent is also credited for building the 
Historical Union Burying Ground 
around 1884. 
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2- Historic and Associated Value:

• Is the building old compared to the context in the neighbour or 
province? 100 years or more? YES

• Did the property have an association with a significant historic 
activity, contribution, event? YES

• Did a person significant to the community lived in this house or 
stayed? YES

795 Brant street house from Prospect, 
HBAC, March 8th 2022

The research data was gathered from different resources including, Burlington 
Historical Society website,  HB website, Gazette articles, and HBAC Site visit on 
March 8, 2022.

Thomas Ghent and his Family were early settlers of Burlington. In 1804, he 
purchased land from Joseph Brant and became one of the founding families at 
Wellington Square.  For 150 years, the Ghent family farmed continuously in 
Burlington. 

The Maple Lodge Homestead was built by the Bent Brothers (Jabez - a brickmaker, 
George - a mason, and James - a carpenter) in 1854. This house and its farm were 
purchased in 1859 by Frederick Bray and sold in 1896 to William Ghent (fifth 
generation). When he retired from farming in 1909, Ghent divided the farm, 
including what is now Ghent Avenue, into parcel lots. This house and its lot were 
bought by Edward Harmon and his sons, market gardeners in 1909. In 1919, the 
West family bought the property and they built additions to the house in 1921. The 
photos show the original farm house built-in 1854 and the additions in the early 
1900s.

The house was a residence for the Alphonse Brooks family from ca. 1935 to 1975, 
when it was converted to commercial use.
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3- Contextual Value:

• Is the building 'location and settings' important in defining, maintaining or 
supporting the character of an area? 

• Is the building in its location considered a landmark? YES

• Does the building support sense of belonging and orientation for the 
community? YES

The research data was gathered from different resources including, Burlington Historical 
Society website,  HB website, Gazette articles, and HBAC site visit.

The building is a landmark in its location along the intersections of Brant and Prospect 
Streets. It provides orientation both along Brant Street and within the Prospect Street 
neighbourhood. An early representation of farm buildings, this recognizable property 
fosters a sense of belonging within the community.

“….the West/Thomas House is a valuable landmark reminder of the farming 
origins of this area.”

Heritage Burlington Website

795 Brant street house from Brant,
HBAC, March 8th 2022
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Evaluation Summary and recommendation:

As seen in the evaluation inquiries sections as per the Ontario Heritage Act reg. 09/06, the house has attributes that relates to Design & Physical, Historical, and Contextual Criteria. 

Any reply with “YES” to any of the criteria inquiries would consider the building a good candidate for designation. Also as presented in the heritage brief schedule, the property is 

exhibiting heritage values in the Historic, Architecture, and Social (community) dimensions that relates to different aspects such as design& form, building material, workmanship, 

location and settings, and its contribution to the community sense of belonging and orientation. Filling any area on the schedule with a dot could qualify the building to have 

heritage value of interest. As shown the schedule is almost full of positive indicative of heritage values.

On the architectural/design level, the 2-story building brick building is an early fine representation of the farmhouse in Burlington. Some heritage attributes have been removed or 

changed such as painting the bricks and removing of the decorative handmade rafters and windows shutters, however, all these changes are reversible and does not change the 

building’s heritage value. The building’s existing massing, gabled roof, chimneys, window & door proportions, locations, and voussoirs are great representations of the architectural 

heritage value of the building.  Also, the change of use from residential to commercial did not change the value of the heritage building. 

On the Historic level, the house was built in 1854 by the Bent Brothers, well-known trades people and is associated with prominent families such as Ghent family, early settlers and 

farmers, John and Elizabeth West, also farmers, and others.  Sensitive additions implemented in early 1900s also contribute to the house’s architectural and historical attributes. 

On the contextual level, the house is a landmark in its location, and it contributes to the community’s sense of belonging and orientation. 

In conclusion, HBAC considers 795 Brant street property as a valuable heritage asset and recommends adding it to the Municipal Register as a non-designated property. The building 

is a prominent heritage component that could be homogeneously integrated within a successful development application. 
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Reviewed By: Heritage Burlington Advisory Committee

Date: March 8th, 2022

Recommendation: Add to Register:  YES (    )   NO (    )

Reason: Valuable Design & Physical, Historical, and Contextual Values 

Heritage elements of interest: Early representation of Farm house, Architecture Craftsmanship, Associated with Ghent Family & Maison 
Jobez Bent, and a landmark

HB Meeting Motion to Add to 
Register:

Date: March 9th , 2022

Carried: YES (    )   NO (   )

2022-03-08
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Documentations: 

2022-03-08
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To Owner/Occupant  

Pre-application Consultation Virtual Meeting  
   

MacNaughton Hermsen Britton Clarkson Planning Limited (“MHBC”) and RAW Design are hosting a 

pre-application community meeting to discuss the proposed redevelopment of the site located at 

789-795 Brant Street in Downtown Burlington. A site location map is shown below.  

 

Site Location Map: 789-795 Brant Street 

For more information, visit 

www.burlington.ca/789brant 

The Proposed Redevelopment 

The proposed concept for redevelopment of the Subject Lands currently provides for a mixed use 

development consisting of one residential tower containing 307 residential units, ground floor retail 

at the base of the tower to the west and 3 ground-level townhome units integrated into the building 

to the east.  The proposed development will have a mix of 1-bedroom plus den, 2-bedroom, and 3-

bedroom units. The proposed development includes a podium with a height of 7 storeys facing Brant 

Street. The townhome built form, with frontage along Prospect Street, will reflect the building height 

of the neighbouring apartment development to the east.   

 

The Process 

The community meeting will provide an opportunity for the project team to present an overview of 

the current proposal and gather input from the community before submitting any formal 

development applications. It will also provide an opportunity for the project team to respond to 

questions regarding the proposal and the process.  

 

 

The Virtual Pre-Application  

Community Meeting will take place: 

 

October 21, 2021 

7:00 to 9:00 pm 

 

Participate On-Line via Zoom:  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84813893643 

Or find link at: 

www.burlington.ca/789brant  

 

Webinar ID: 848 1389 3643 

 

 Participate by Telephone:  

+1 647 374 4685 

http://www.burlington.ca/789brant
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84813893643
http://www.burlington.ca/789brant


 

 

 

The Format 

The meeting will be held using a zoom webinar format. Burlington City Staff will provide an overview 

of the development application review process and explain how the public may participate as the 

development process advances. The consulting team for the project will provide an overview of the 

proposal and there will be an opportunity for questions and input of comments.  

 

Additional comments, questions, and feedback can be directed to info@mhbcplan.com 

 
Conceptual Rendering of 789 and 795 Brant Street Proposal, viewed from the northwest. Rendering includes nearby 

proposed buildings for reference.  
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