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U. E. LOYALISTS. 

THE FAMILIES GHENT AND DA VIS. 

The destinies of these two families have been closely interwoven 
since the memorable day, one hunclred yee,rs ago, when they left their 
rich estates in North Carolina, through loyalty to the King. Originally 
from '\Vales, England, they soon acquired, on the rich plantations of 
North Carolina, wealth and position. In l i9:l they left all this and 
came to the mouth of the Genesee River (where Rochester now 
stands). Arriving at Rochester during the fall they remained there 
till the next spring. Governor Simcoe, on learning the circumstances, 
sent a gunboat, in which they came to Fort Niagara (now .Niagara­
on-the-Lake). They remained there till the following spring, when 
they settled on Crown Lands in the township of Salttleet (where 
]\fount Albion now is). They remained there till 1804, when 
Thomas Ghent. and Eshel Davis mo1•ed to Halton County and 
settled on Brant's Block. They had lived in Salttleet long enough to 
raise apples from seed. The young trees they dug up, brought them 
in a canoe across the bay, carried them through the forest, and 
cleared the land on the new homestead, where they were planted. 
Those trees grew and prospered and are still in good condition, as 
may be seen by the accompanying cut. 

The Ghents and Davises settled on Brant's Block, l\Ir. Ghent 
choosing an elevated position to avoid the tamarac swamp, which occu­
pied the land where Burlington Station now is. They had all the 
difficulties, dangers and trials of new settlers, but these they grappled 
with and overcame. In t,hose early days the tanning business was 
established which is now carried on successfully, near Toronto, by 
the Hon. E. ,T. Davis, member of the Ontario CaLinet, and great­
grandson of the worthy U. E. Loyalist. Always devoted to and 
sacrificing all to principle, these two families had the honor of being 
the means of saving the life of \Ym. Lyon Mackenzie, by affording 
him timely shelter and helping him to escape. This they did, spurning 
the reward of $5,000 offered for his capturn and at the risk of their 
lives in case of detection. The accompanying cut shows the home of 
C. G. Davis, built on the old homestead, from the roof of which can 
be seen three thousand acres of fruit trees, also of Thaddeus Ghent, 
Esq., of Burlington. 

l\lr. 0. G. Davis, was born (February, 1858) where he now resides, 
on the south-eastern portion of the land transferred by deed bearing 
the date 13th September, 1806, from Joseph Brant to Asal Davis, 
grandfather of the above. 

His father, )[r. Gilbert Pavis, died 187:l, leaving the farm to his 
only son, l\Ir. C. G. Davis, who followed the occupation of farminp: 
until the year 1900, when he sold the larger portion of the farm with 
stock, etc., retaining the old homestead with fifteen acres of land, 
upon which he now grows apples and small fruits, which he, with 
others, is largely interested in exporting to other countries. 
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"FA1RxooK," RESlD.ENCE m· T. GHEXT 1 EsQ., BuRI,TNl~TON. 

OLD APPLE TRJrns PLA~TED n-Y -r1n: 
GnE~TS OxE HrxnRED 

YEARS _,\(:(). c. G. D.\. V IS! ESQ., FREK'.\1.-\.N. 
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RESIDEXCE OF ,v. GHEXT, EsQ., BLRLIXCiTOX. 

'' MAPLE LODGE," RESIDENCE OF W. GHENT, ESQ., 

That very desirable property, situate on Brant Street, between 
Burlington Village and the G. T. R. Station, owned by \\'illiarn 
Ghent, Esq., of Freeman P.O., Ont., Canada. 

The farm consists of fifty-three acres of the most choice sandy loam, 
all under a high state of cultivation, and is only one-half mile from 
Burlington Village and Lake Ontario. The land is pnrticularly 
ad apted for fruit or garden purposes, and only nine miles from Ham­
ilton-the finest market in the Dominion-by G.T.R. and electric car 
service, car every hour. 

The fruit consists of the following: Apple, pear, plum, cherry, 
peach, currants, berries, etc., all in good, thrifty condition, with 
abundance of first-class water. 

The buildings consist of good nine-roomed brick house, brick 
drive-house and stable, frame barn and sheds ; the buildings are 
worth at least $2,500. 

'rhe principal crops are : Tomatoes, melons, strawberries, rasp­
berries, cabbage, cauliflower and roots of all kinds; also wheat, oats, 
barley, rye and clover. 

The produce on Mr. \\'. Ghent's farm for one year is as follows : 
10,000 quarts of strawberries, 3,000 quarts of raspberries, 36 tons of 
tomatoes, 90 tons of mangolds, 2,000 crates of melons, 12 tons of 
cabbages, egg plants and peppers, 800 bushels of grain; 53 bushels 
to the acre of wheat, oats and barley. Al! grain used for feed 
on the place. Price $10,000. 
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