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THE COURT HAS NOTED: 

THE DEMOCRATIC LEGITIMACY OF 

MUNICIPAL DECISIONS DOES NOT SPRING 

SOLELY FROM THE PERIODIC ELECTIONS, BUT 

ALSO FROM A DECISION MAKING PROCESS 

THAT IS TRANSPARENT, ACCESSIBLE TO THE 

PUBLIC AND MANDATED BYLAW. WHEN A 

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT IMPROPERLY ACTS 

WITH SECRECY, THIS UNDERMINES THE 

DEMOCRATIC LEGITIMACY OF ITS DECISIONS 
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