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April 22, 2026

TO: Stakeholder Distribution List

RE: Requirements for waste disposal site service area and fill rate changes

Earlier this week, | wrote to you about proposed amendments to the Environmental Assessment
Act (EAA) as part of ongoing efforts to modernize the environmental assessment (EA) program.

Today, the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks posted a new proposal on the
Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) for public comment and invites your feedback.

Ontario is proposing changes to requirements for waste disposal sites. These changes would
support more efficient use of existing waste disposal capacity and provide communities with more
options to meet their waste disposal needs while maintaining strong environmental protection.

The proposal would allow operators more flexibility to change the area where the waste comes
from (the service area) and to change the rate at which they can accept it (the fill rate).

The ministry would continue to review these changes through the Environmental Compliance
Approval amendment process, which is expected to reduce the time it takes to make these types
of changes.

This proposal would not allow landfill expansions beyond a site’s approved size, nor would it
change the types of waste a site is authorized to receive. These types of changes would continue
to require separate approvals under existing legislation.

More information is available here, and input is being accepted until June 8, 2026.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at EAModernization.MECP@ontario.ca.

Any comments on the proposal can be submitted through the ERO posting via the link above, or
by email to us.



https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0414
mailto:EAModernization.MECP@ontario.ca

We are committed to keeping you apprised about EA modernization and working with you to build
a strong EA program for Ontario. We value your perspectives on the EA program and look
forward to your further participation. More information on our other efforts to modernize the EA
program can also be found here.

Sincerely,

A Cow

Annamaria Cross
Director, Environmental Assessment Modernization Branch
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
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